PREFACE

" A love for Bernard Shaw's Plays,"' remarks the teacher
of English in his class-room, "is a sign of critical ^immaturity."
What the practical effects of such a pronouncement are we can
easily imagine; to their great loss, the youngsters may be depended
upon to leave off altogether the reading of any play of Bernard
Shaw.
The above reamrks of the teachers is of a piece with the new
trend in criticism symbolized by the raised eyebrow. Though
no one can deny the great deal of good done by the new critics
in England and America by insisting on serious standards which
were being swamped by the literature of the people, by the people
and for the people, their energetic formulations of critical ortho-
doxies have unconsciously done a disservice in dismissing altogether
works outside the pale of their approval. They have helped to
create conditions not altogether favourable for the formation of
true literary taste among the young students of literature. The
boy or girl with a passion for literature would not * waste * his
or her limited time on the black-listed authors. Such a procedure,
it must be admitted, works deliberately against the formation
of true literary culture for which there is only one way, the way
of indiscriminate reading and enjoyment of literature. Prescription
and rejection arc hardly likely to build true discrimination in the
students of literature. After being let loose in a library the student
must himself or herself find the masterpieces, incidentally enjoying
the minor writers on the way. At a respectful distance, the teacher,
no doubt, by a wise strategy lays the foundations of critical acumen
never forgetting to base his superstructure securely on the students'
enjoyment of literature.
Indeed there arc greater dramatists than Bernard Shaw and
it must in frankness be admitted that a whole range of comic
sensibility lies beyond his drama. But the right thing to do is
not to use the literary sneer against the enjoyment of Bernard
Shaw's plays. Not that his plays are not prescribed for study